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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text58: Suppliers to the GMC Bookstore utilize biodegradable packaging material.  As a result, 60% of the products received by the bookstore are packaged with this type of material.  To further minimize waste, GMC re-uses boxes and packing material to mail outgoing packages.
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	Text61: The Green Bike Program, funded by the Student Campus Greening Fund, provides bicycles that can be checked out by students, faculty, and staff members with a Green Mountain College ID.  A student-run bike shop on campus repairs bicycles and encourages ridership.  Showers and locker facilities are provided to bicycle commuters in the Waldron Athletic Center.  To promote bicycle use, in the spring of 2010, GMC established a Commuter Benefit Policy for its faculty and staff. Through this policy, all full-time employees are eligible to receive $20/month reimbursement for expenses (e.g. clothing, repair and maintenance) incurred as a result of bicycle commuting. The President of the College each fall and spring sponsors a 16 mile “college community ride” through a portion of Vermont's Slate Valley.
	Text62: Yes. GMC provides passes for the Marble Valley Regional Transit Bus in addition to its free shuttle.  A rideshare program coordinates carpooling opportunities through online resources, rideboards, GIS mapping of rideshare opportunities and parking incentives.  Preferential parking is reserved for carpool participants.  The College provides to the campus community a Toyota, hybrid Plug-n-Go. Beginning in fall 2010, ZipCars will be available for students, staff, faculty and Poultney residents.   
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	Text65: 60
	Text66: 
	Text67: 8
	Text68: As reported in our 2009 GHG emissions inventory, seven percent of campus waste is diverted through a student-run program that recycles paper, plastics, glass, tin and aluminum. The remaining 1 percent of total waste collected from the kitchen and dining facilities is composted on the campus farm.  
	Text69: Yes. The GMC Recycling Crew (student workers supervised by the Sustainability Coordinator) maintains and services recycling bins located throughout all buildings on campus and in all residence hall hubs.  There are outdoor recycling bins located next to outdoor trash receptacles. The Recycling Crew collects and sorts recycling which is sent to Casella Waste Management. Recycling Crew positions are included in the Student Green Job Corps.  
	Text70: Yes. Recycling bins are provided at all major events and the Recycling Crew conducts educational outreach to encourage waste diversion.  
	Text71: Yes. Compost receptacles are located in all dining facilities. Student Compost Crew members pick up food waste from the kitchen and dining facilities daily and process it for use on the campus farm.  
	Text72: Yes. GMC's Climate Action Plan states that solid waste will be reduced through educational outreach to bring about behavior change on campus. Beginning with new student orientation, students are introduced to the College's minimum waste goals. Students learn about the recycling and composting programs on campus during their first core class, and they learn about waste-reducing strategies from Orientation Leaders, RAs and other community members.   Re-usable mugs are distributed to all new students.  Total tonnage of waste (landfilled and diverted) is reported bi-annually through GMC's GHG emissions inventory.  
	Text73: Yes. Green Mountain College strives to divert as much waste as possible by providing a “Free Store” throughout the year and during move out.  The free store is a room where community members can bring their unwanted items, and take what they want from the room.  There are also “free boxes” in the hub of every floor in the residence halls.  These boxes act as mini free stores and allow students to drop off or pick up anything for free.  "Lounge Shopping" is held the last week of school and is open to all faculty, staff and students to donate items and take items.  Left-over items are donated to the local hospice center and sold at the Poultney Thrift Store.  
	Text74: Yes. Green Mountain College's Mission is to prepare students for productive, caring, and fulfilling lives by taking the environment as the unifying theme underlying its academic and co-curricular programs. This innovative interdisciplinary approach to liberal arts education is grounded in the institution’s strong tradition of effective teaching and mentoring, and is complemented by a diversity of community-oriented campus life opportunities. Through a wide range of liberal arts and career-focused majors, the College fosters the ideals of environmental responsibility, public service, global understanding, and lifelong intellectual, physical, and spiritual development. Sustainability is highlighted throughout the College's Strategic Plan.  Learn more at: http://www.greenmtn.edu/sustainability/leadership__outreach/sustainability_planning.aspx
	Text75: Yes. Green Mountain College employs a full-time Sustainability Coordinator, supervised by the Provost, to run GMC's Office of Sustainability.  She is a member of the Campus Sustainability Council, which  serves as a facilitating body for advancing the College toward climate neutrality. The CSC consists of faculty, staff and students, and meets bi-weekly to oversee sustainability initiatives.  
	Text76: Yes. GMC's Climate Action Plan, published in September 2009, maps out the College's commitment to achieve climate neutrality by 2011. GMC will be the first college in the country to reduce its GHG emissions by more than 50% prior to achieving climate neutrality.  The plan includes short, medium and long-term goals achievable by 2011, 2020 and 2050. The College's Campus Sustainability Council and students in ten academic courses developed the plan with input from the campus community.  GMC was the first Vermont college to sign the President's Climate Commitment and has further committed through the Clinton Global Initiative to reduce emissions by 66% of 2007 levels by 2013.
	Text77: Yes, twice. Green Mountain College completed its first GHG emissions inventory in 2007 and its second in 2009. This second inventory compared emissions from the period of July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 with the 2006-2007 fiscal year. The data from the first inventory were utilized to develop the Green Mountain College Climate Action Plan. 
	Text78: Yes. A comparison of data from GMC's first two greenhouse gas emissions inventories demonstrated that the College reduced its carbon emissions per student by 19.18 percent between 2007 and 2009.
	Text79: Yes. This information is made public on the College website.  It is linked to the Business and Financial Services site.  
	Text80: Yes. Green Mountain College instituted a Socially Responsible Investment policy to guide its investments in a responsible manner and to increase transparency and stakeholder involvement.  The policy is designed to follow the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education's (AASHE) guidelines for transparency, shareholder advocacy and investment profile. Two student representatives, a faculty member and the VP for Finance and Administration comprise this committee. 
	Text81: 3) Yes. GMC is committed to making investments to increase environmental sustainability.  In fact, in the past two years it has spent $7M on such investments:  $5.8M to construct a combined heat and power biomass facility and $1.36M to renovate an infirmary into a residence hall, awaiting LEED certification, designated SAGE Hall (Students for Academic and Green Engagement).  It has also committed another $712,000 to replace all the single pane windows in its dormitories with high-efficiency double-pane units.  
	Text82: Yes. GMC students have effected positive environmental change at all these levels and at the international level.  Campus:  In 2004, a student body referendum resulted in the establishment of a Student Campus Greening Fund that increased student fees by $30/yr to support financially environmental awareness and/or decrease the college’s ecological footprint.  Students paid for an initial feasibility study and then submitted a proposal to GMC’s administration requesting it to investigate converting its highly polluting No 6. fuel oil heating system to a biomass fueled system.  This resulted in the campus building its wood-chip fueled cogeneration plant. Answer continued under question 7.
	Text83: Yes. GMC participated in Recyclemania.  During the spring semester 2010, residence halls compete against one another to reduce electricity consumption. The Recycling Crew performs bi-weekly audits of the residence hall hubs to assess effectiveness of dorm recycling. Results are publicized in the GMC Journal and Student Activities Update.  
	Text84: Yes. The College owns the Deane Nature Preserve, just five miles from campus.  This area offers 85 acres of New England forest for recreation, research, and community building.  The Poultney River Buffer Zone is a natural area preserve on the Green Mountain College campus alongside the Poultney River, generally occupying land within 35 meters of the annual high-water line. The buffer zone was approved by the College in 1997 to improve stream habitat, reduce bank erosion, restore floodplain forest, provide a corridor for movements of animals and plants, reduce overland flow of non-point source pollution from agricultural fields and other land uses, protect scenic and recreation values, and provide field sites for courses at the college. 
	Text85: No. 
	Text86: GreenMAP encourages students to enjoy the natural environment around Green Mountain College, and teaches leadership skills and environmental ethics. Students gain an enriched understanding of Leave No Trace principles, community building and self-confidence. Weekend trips, equipment rentals and orientation trips are all provided by GreenMAP staff and volunteer student trip leaders. The Adventure Education major enables students to articulate and utilize knowledge of adventure programming as it pertains to both natural and human ecological systems.  Ten percent of the student body volunteers on the campus farm and the majority of students participate in farm events.  
	Text87: In the past year, GMC created a 50 page sustainability website designed to reflect environmental, social and economic sustainability achievements on campus and to act as a resource center for the campus and larger community. The College established a Green Job Corps  (20+ students) working in different departments on campus.  It created a Socially Responsible Investment Committee to increase the transparency of investments.  The College developed a policy to address the third largest contributor to the College's GHG emissions, transportation.  It also implemented a Bicycle Commuter Benefit program that provides a tax-free $20 per month reimbursement for expenses related to bicycle commuting to increase bicycle commuting among faculty and staff.  
	Text88: In 2010, GMC's Student Campus Greening Fund, granted a record 15 projects at a total cost of $49,654.  Proposals were evaluated by a student committee and awarded based on a student vote. 2009-2010 Student Campus Greening Fund Projects include a campus-wide compost collecting program in the residence halls, building a permanent bicycle shelter for the campus free bike program, constructing a mobile solar-powered workshop, repair of a campus wind turbine, thermal and electrical audits of campus, a real-time energy data tracking interface, and construction of an outdoor classroom....................................................................................................................................................................cont. from question 1:Local Community and State: Students working with the Poultney Energy Committee are implementing a VT Community Energy Mobilization Project, an energy efficiency project facilitated by Efficiency Vermont and the Rutland Regional Planning Commission to educate volunteers about energy efficient products and installation. Trained volunteers visit homes in Poultney, perform a free energy assessment, install energy saving devices, and inform homeowners about added incentives to increase savings. Additionally GMC’s student club, Club Activism, partnered with local and national environmental groups and successfully lobbied the Vermont State Senate to vote against renewal of the out-of-date Vermont Yankee Nuclear Plant.  National: GMC sent over 70 students to Washington DC to participate in Powershift 2009.  The GMC contingent represented the largest percentage of a college student body at the event.  Students advocated for cleaner energy policy and protested the use of coal fired power plants.   GMC Student Shawn Henry created a community garden out of a neglected, drug infested inner-city park. The non-profit group he founded, called "Garden Angels," has provided community service opportunities and developed leadership skills in young people in his community in East Flatbush, NY.International: Mark Thiong'o, of Nairobi, Kenya, initiated numerous projects in his home town mainly focused on youth empowerment and sustainable living, tree planting and reforestation efforts. 


